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The examination is based upon the following application documents: 

Description, pages 

1-10 original version 

Claims, No. 

1-11 original version 

Drawings, pages 

1/1 original version 

In this notification the following documents, which are cited in the search report, are 
mentioned; the numbering shall be maintained for the remainder of the process: 

Dl: DE 198 34 136 C (DAIMLER CHRYSLER AG) 16 March 2000 (2000-03-16) 
D2: DE 25 49 256 A (VOLKSWAGENWERK AG) 5 May 1977 (1977-05-05) 

The following document is being introduced by the examiner in accordance with the 
Guidelines C-VI, 8.7. It is attached to the notice as an appendix. The numbering shall be 
maintained for the remainder of the process. 

D3: JP590121 16 (SUZUKI MOTOR CO) 21 January 1984(1984-01-21) 

1. The present application does not fulfill the requirements set forth in Article 52(1) 
of the EPC, because the object of claim 1 is not new as defined by Article 54(1) 
and (2) of the EPC. 

1.1 Document Dl discloses, in the wording used in claim 1 (the reference numbers 
in parentheses refer to this document), a gas-guiding conduit section (7), 
especially an exhaust manifold for an internal combustion engine, wherein the 
conduit section (7) has a porous insert (6) that lies at least partially against its 
inner wall (see Figure 1), forming a hollow component that allows free flow 
through it. 

1.2 Because the section (6) is porous it is obvious that this section or insert can also 
be subjected to through flow. 
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3.2 

3.3 

4. 

4.1 

4.2 



Thus the object of the claim 1 is not new (Article 54(1) and 54(2) EPC). 

Because all characterizing features of the claims 2, 3, 8, 10 and 11 are disclosed 
in Dl, the technical content of these claims is not new (Article 54(1) and (2) 
EPC). 

With respect to the characterizing feature "sinter molded element of hollow, 
spherical sinter material particles of sintered material" (Claims 4, 5), Document 
D3 describes the same advantages as the present application. An expert in the 
field would thus view the inclusion of this characterizing feature in the inner 
wall with a porous insert described in Dl as a customary constructional measure 
to attain the stated objective. 

The characterizing features of claims 6 and 7 involve only one of several 
obvious possibilities from which an expert in the field could choose based upon 
the given conditions, without requiring any inventive activity, in order to 
accomplish the stated objective. 

The object of claims 4 through 7 thus is not based upon any inventive activity as 
defined in Article 56 of the EPC. 

At this time it is not apparent what portion of the application could form the 
basis for a new, patentable claim. 

In particular, the first examiner is of the opinion that the characterizing feature 
"insert on the inner wall of the line section without an intermediate air gap" 
based upon Dl is not sufficient to represent inventive activity as defined in 
Article 56 of the EPC. 

Nevertheless, should the applicant view a single object as patentable, an 
independent claim based solely upon this object and formulated in accordance 
with Regulation 29(1) of the EPC should be submitted. In the written reply, 
both the difference between the object of the new claim and the state of the art, 
and the significance of this difference 
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should be indicated. 

5. In order to fulfill the requirements of Regulation 27(1) b) of the EPC, the 
Document Dl should be cited in the description; the relevant state of the art 
contained therein should be briefly summarized. 

6. In order to facilitate the examination of amended application documents with 
respect to Article 123(2) of the EPC, the applicant is requested to clearly mark 
and indicate the changes made, regardless of whether these changes involve the 
addition, replacement, or omission of passages, at the points in the originally 
submitted application where these changes are supported. 

If necessary, this information may be provided in handwritten form on copies of 
the affected portions of the original application. 
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ABSTRACT : PURPOSE: To contrive to improve the heat insulating and heat resisting properties and to 
save weight by a method wherein ceramic composite material obtd. by dispersing 
inorganic hollow bodies in matrix comprising ceramic is coated at the required part of the 
inside wall of the exhaust pipe. 

CONSTITUTION: The ceramic composite material obtd. by dispersing the inorganic hollow 
bodies 2 in the matrix comprising ceramic 3 is coated at the required part of the inside wall 
of the exhaust pipe 1 . In this case, a simple substance of alumina, fly ash, SIRASU or the 
like or a mixture of above-mentioned simple substances is employed as the material of 
hollow body, which is manufactured by expanding through melting or baking followed by 
pulverizing of said material. And silicon nitride, zirconia, silica and the like are employed 
as the major components of the ceramic 3. In such a manner as mentioned above, the 
heat insulating effect of the layer coated with said ceramic composite material is far better 
than that of the case, in which a layer consisting of ceramic alone is employed, and 
furthermore the weight of the exhaust pipe 1 is reduced and at the same time the 
corrosion resistance of the pipe 1 is improved. 

COPYRIGHT: (C)1984,JPO&Japio 
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